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ENDING A CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY IN CHINA  

  By Hon. David Kilgour 

Notes for presentations to three breakout sessions 
 at Highmark ‘Fun Fit Fabulous’ Women’s Health Conference 

Lawrence Convention Centre 

Pittsburgh 

14 August 2015 

 

Lunch event, which included an excellent talk by Valorie Burton 

It was an honour to contribute a chapter to Sara Mohsin’s just-published book, The Gift 
Is You, available here today with all proceeds going to St Jude’s Hospital in Pittsburgh. 
She and I worked together for seven years in the ‘90s on Parliament Hill in Ottawa. Last 
year, she was kind enough to interview me for The Mohsin Program (Salem Radio AM & 
FM), which evidently today has about nine million listeners. 

Sara has established herself as an educator/ innovator. She is a radio personality and co-
owner of Mohsin Mortgage. Currently, she sits on several boards, including Victoria 
College, a school that was founded by her great great grandmother in Asia to provide 
free education for young girls and boys. Sara is committed to a demanding code of 
personal and professional ethics and has established a strong name for herself and her 
company. 

Second, heartiest congratulations to the thousand of us here today in this metropolitan 
region where an estimated 40,000 persons work in the health sector.  No-one at this 
event needs to be told how important women’s health is for any city, region or nation.  

But let me now turn to a major health issue in China, where tens of millions of women 
and men since 1992 combined exercises for their bodies and meditation for their minds. 
Since 1999, the party-state in Beijing has committed systematic murder against tens of 
thousands of practitioners of the peaceful exercise and meditation movement across the 
country known as Falun Gong (Dafa). My understanding is that slightly over half the 
victims are women. 

Naming and Shaming  

In mid-2006, the Coalition to Investigate the Persecution of Falun Gong in China 
(CIPFG) asked David Matas, a well-known human rights lawyer, and me to investigate 
the claims of organ pillaging/trafficking from living Falun Gong practitioners. We 
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The seminal 2014 book, The Slaughter 
(Prometheus), by Ethan Gutmann places 
the persecution of Falun Gong, Tibetan, 
Uyghur, and House Christian communities 
in context. He focuses mostly on Falun 
Gong as the group most viciously and 
relentlessly targeted continuously since 
mid-1999.  

 

Gutmann explains how he arrives at his “best estimate” that organs from 65,000 Falun 
Gong and between “two to four thousand” Uyghurs, Tibetans or House Christians were 
“harvested” in the 2000-2008 period alone. In China, no “donors” survive pillaging 
because all vital organs are removed to be trafficked for high prices to wealthy Chinese 
and even higher ones to “organ tourists” from abroad.  

Dr. Huang Jiefu, formerly China’s Vice-Minister of Health, has admitted that prisoners 
constitute virtually all of China’s sources of organs for transplantation. Huang, however, 
has never conceded that Falun Gong prisoners of conscience—who are sent to forced-
labour camps for up to three years on police signatures only with no species of hearing 
or appeal—are the principal and most probably the sole source in some of China’s 
hospitals.  

Huang announced in 2012 that the party-state would cease organ pillaging/trafficking in 
three to five years. Later he asserted that by 2014 it would end. Today, it has become 
clear to discerning observers that organ pillaging/trafficking continues as ‘business as 
usual’ across China.    

Doctors Against Forced Organ Harvesting (DAFOH) 

DAFOH, the medical organization that has brought much international attention to the 
issue, recently cautioned the world not to accept Beijing’s latest promise to end the 
harvesting of organs from executed prisoners.  

A media release by DAFOH noted that a reduced reliance on executed capital offenders 
means “an increased reliance on organ procurement from prisoners of 
conscience...Falun Gong, among others, is the primary target, is at increased risk of 
falling victim to the demand for forcibly procured organs”. The release also noted that 
China’s regime is “not ready to join the ethical values-based world transplant community 
as an equal, trusted partner. International monitoring groups and medical organizations 
must demand full disclosure of the use of prisoners of conscience as a source of organs, 
transparency of organ sources, and access to China's organ procurement pathways”.                                   

Parliament of Canada 

On Feb 3, 2015, our House of Commons’ all-party subcommittee on International 
Human Rights condemned the pillaging of organs from Falun Gong and called for an 
end to the transplantation of organs from living or deceased donors without consent. It 
expressed “deep concern over credible allegations that prisoners of conscience and 
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