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The most up‐to‐date Global Observatory on Donation and
Transplantation report estimates 114 690 solid organ
transplants were performed in 2012 .





The USA, followed by China, performs the most transplants
The World Health Organization conservatively estimates
illegal organ trades comprise approximately 10% of this
global transplant activity,
Illegal trade speculated by the non government organization
Global Financial Integrity to generate income ranging
between US$600 million toUS$1.2 billion annually



There are 3 main types of organ harvesting globally:
1.





2.

Commercial :
donor generally survives and money is exchanged
(documented in countries as diverse as India, Pakistan, South
America, Kosovo and the Philippines
Illegal brokers and transplant teams
transplant tourism industry

Executed prisoners:
 donor is executed shortly after death sentence
e.g. mostly China (also Iran, Taiwan, Singapore)
3.
Prisoners of Conscience:
4.
donor is killed for organs without consent, fair trial or
sentencing

Only China









Spain (opt‐out system) is the world leader in
organ donation rates: 35 out of every 1
million citizens = 0.0035% Donation Rate
USA: 21/million
Australia: 16/million
Greece: 6/million
India: 0.16/million
China: virtually nil

Kidney and Liver Transplants in China
Huang Jiefu:
Director, National Organ Transplant
Committee

Figure: China‐Kidney and liver transplants for past decade
Data from Chinese Ministry of Health.
Huang J. et al. Government policy and organ transplantation in China. Lancet. 2008. 372: 1937.
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David Kilgour and David Matas
 Canadian independent investigators (Bloody
Harvest) estimate there were 41,500
unexplained organ transplants in China
between 2000‐2004.
David Matas and Torsten Trey, editors
 State Organs explains the medical, legal,
political, economic and ethical underpinnings
of state‐sanctioned organ harvesting from
prisoners in China
Ethan Gutmann‐The Slaughter (Aug 2014)
 Over 100 interviews of eye witnesses
 Extensive research
 Offers a detailed look at China’s organ trade
market
 CONCLUSION: At least 65,000 Falun Gong
practitioners have been murdered for organs
between 2000 and 2008

The largest source of
organs for transplant
come from executed
prisoners or prisoners of
conscience
 Accounted for up to
95% of organs until very
recently by Ministry of
Health admission


Source : Kilgour & Matas Report 2007
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Age: 62
1996 –began practicing Falun Dafa
July 1999 to Feb 2001 –During this period she was
arrested and detained 3 times, tortured.
Reason: distribution of information about the
persecution of Falun Gong in China.
Spent many years away from family home, afraid to be
arrested again, endanger family
2012‐2013: 8 months in labour camp‐ sentenced to
Beijing Women’s Forced Labor Camp without any legal
procedures. During the nearly 8 months’ of
incarceration (released on July 25, 2013), she was forced
to have blood taken 3 times. Mobile medical vans came
to the Labor Camp from outside and did x‐rays and
other physical checks without giving any reasons.
Current situation: After the latest 8‐month illegal
detention in 2012, released and reunited with her
daughter in Australia, a graduate student at USYD








The Transplantation Society
The Declaration of Istanbul Custodian Group
United Nations
World Health Organization
World Medical Association
The Transplantation Society of Australia and
New Zealand

Universal condemnation of organ harvesting
from prisoners or vulnerable individuals

The Hangzhou Resolution excludes the dependence of
transplant centers on the use of organs from executed
prisoners. It calls for a commitment of transplants centers to
ensure that the source of organs is in compliance with
international ethical standards.

Huang Jiefu, Director of National Organ Transplant Committee :
 China is set to further strengthen the regulation of organ donations from
executed prisoners and integrate it into the existing public voluntary organ
donation and allocation system


“We will regulate the issue by including voluntary organ
donations by executed prisoners in the nation's public organ
donation system to help ensure an open and fair practice”.

To ensure that donations are voluntary, written consent from the inmate and
the family is required, he said.
 "Any organ donations, including those by executed prisoners, have to go
through the system and the computerized allocation process," he added.


March 7 2014: Huang Jiefu announces that executions will not stop, but will simply be
rolled into the national distribution system along with all other donors









The Western pharmaceutical industry shares responsibility
for scientific research in China.
2008: 78% of all subjects participating in trials to support
drug applications submitted to the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) were enrolled at foreign sites
2012: Nine clinical studies in China with about 1,200
transplant patients, in which Wyeth and Pfizer from the
USA, Novartis and Roche from Switzerland, and Astellas
from Japan, among others, have all tested their transplant
drugs.
These corporations have cooperated with 20 hospitals in
China for these studies.
Prior to 2011, virtually all Chinese transplant trials would
be in violation of the Declaration of Helsinki, which
excludes prisoners as having the capacity to provide
informed consent due to potential for coercion

Some Chinese officials contend that prisoners give
‘‘consent’’ before their execution. It is obvious, however, that
prison inmates condemned to death are not truly free to
make an autonomous and informed consent for organ donation
and that no legal due process exists to assure consent.

ISRAEL TRANSPLANT LAW ‐ ORGAN TRANSPLANT
ACT, 2008
 No coverage of medical costs for transplants
performed overseas if the process was against local
laws (Israeli Organ Transplant Law)
 Criminal penalties for Israeli traffickers/brokers‐
extraterritorial
 Penalties for performance of illicit transplant‐ only in
Israel
 No penalty for recipients
 No prohibition on paying privately for organs
 Transplant tourism stopped completely
 Introduction of incentives for local donations to boost
local availability of organs (priority for future
transplant)

Since June 2011, the online U.S. non-immigration visa
application (Form DS-160) asks applicants if they have
been involved in transplant abuse.

In July 2014 House Resolution 281 will be considered by
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 180 Congressmen
have already co-sponsored it.
It calls upon China immediately to stop the practice of
organ trafficking from its prisoners, including Falun Gong,
to prohibit US entry of those ever involved in trafficking,
and prosecute those who have participated in trafficking if
they do enter the US

Signed July 9 2014:
 The Council of Europe drew up a Convention to
punish trafficking in human organs, to protect
the rights of victims and to facilitate co‐
operation at both national and international
levels.
 Convention has a worldwide scope and, is
therefore open to Council of Europe member
states and nonmember states in 2015
 In parallel, the Council of Europe is running
organ donation awareness‐raising campaigns
with the aim of increasing the number of organs
for transplants, so that there is no longer a need
for trafficking.



Prohibition of training
transplant surgeons unless
they:
 Agree not to perform unethical

transplants when they return
home (Queensland, 2006)
 Do not agree to abide by
TSANZ/TTS/WMA principles
1984—1987 Visiting Scholar, The University of
(NSW)
Sydney Australia, Sydney
Admits to performing 500 liver transplants
prior to existence of non‐prisoner donors

Australian Senate Motion ‐ March 2013


On 21 March 2013 the Australian Senate unanimously
passed a motion calling for the government to support the
actions of the Council of Europe and the United Nations in
addressing the practice of organ trafficking.



The Senate motion also calls for the government to follow
the example of the United States in implementing new
visa requirements specifying if they have been involved in
the “coercive transplantation of human organs or body
tissue”.
http://www.theepochtimes.com/n3/4763‐australian‐senate‐unanimously‐
passes‐motion‐on‐organ‐harvesting/

Criminal Code Act 1995 amendment – March 2013


The Criminal Code Act 1995 amendment of 7 March 2013
which includes offences of forced labour, forced marriage,
organ trafficking and harbouring a victim is a positive
development.



Failed to address some issues :
 Australians who travel overseas to receive an organ that they

either know or were reckless in not knowing, was trafficked;
 Does not identify recipients of trafficked organs as guilty of an
offence – unless they arranged for the victim to be brought to,
or to be taken from Australia;
 Does not encompass a situation where the victim (the organ
source) neither enters nor leaves Australia and was never in
Australia.

Human Tissue Amendment (Trafficking
in Human Organs) Draft Bill 2013


On 19 February 2013, member of the
New South Wales Parliament David
Shoebridge MLC initiated the Human
Tissue Amendment Bill 2013, which aims
to criminalise the practice of transplant
tourism, with extra‐territorial
enforcement for brokers, surgeons and
recipients from NSW



Sets up system to report extra‐territorial
transplantations for NSW residents
http://davidshoebridge.org.au/2013/01/22/organ‐
trafficking‐ban‐consultation‐paper/

Bill will be
introduced 2014

Country

Year

Name

Type

Qatar

1997

Human Organs
Transplant Law No
21 1997

France

2002

Spain

Canada

Act

Penalty

Penalty
Applied
to

Law

2‐14 years

•Broker
•Doctor

France anti‐organ
trafficking law

Penal
Code

5 years
imprisonment
and
75,000EURO
fine

•Organ
recipient
•Broker

2010

Criminal Code Article
156 Amendment

Penal
Code

Criminal Code

Up to 12 years
imprisonment

•Broker
• Organ
recipient
•Extraterritorial

2012

Criminal Code
Amendment 2012

Act

Criminal Code

variable

•Broker
•Extraterritorial

Country

Year

Name

Type

Act

Penalty

Penalty
Applied to

Israel

2008

Organ Transplant Act
2008

Act

Organ
Transplant Act
2008

No medical
reimbursement
to recipient

Broker‐
extraterritorial
Anyone found
guilty of
removing an
organ for
reward in Israel

Up to 3 years
imprisonment

Australia

2013

Crimes Legislation
Amendment (Slavery,
Slavery‐like
Conditions and
People Trafficking)
Bill 2013

Bill

Criminal Code
Act 1995

12 years
imprisonment,
Up to 25 for
aggravated
offence (causing
death of donor)

Broker
Doctor
in Australia only

The purpose of the group is to raise
awareness among Parliamentarians of the
issue of forced organ harvesting and
transplant tourism across the world.
 Senator John Madigan
Mr Craig Kelly MP
Co‐Convenors


•

If it is unethical and therefore illegal to engage in organ harvesting in
Australia (which it is as of 2013), than it should be illegal for Australian
citizens to engage in it elsewhere.

•

At the moment, an Australian citizen is free without fear of prosecution
to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

contact a broker who buys and sells organs overseas,
arrange for an organ transplant in China,
travel there freely for this purpose,
wait in a hotel while the “donor” is matched and executed
undergo the operation
pay for the organ and surrounding services
have Australian physicians provide medical examinations pre and post
transplant and medical care post transplant paid for by Medicare/Private
Health Insurance in Australia
Claim out‐of pocket expenses for the harvested organ transplant on tax
return

Professionals around the world can respond to the
apparent failure to curtail illegal practices:
1) Stand clearly, publicly and unwaveringly against using executed
prisoners’ organs, irrespective of race, sex, creed or crime,
for transplantation, whether in China, Taiwan or
Singapore, which have all used organs from executed
prisoners within the past 10 years;
2) Make those opinions known to the transplant medical community
in the countries engaged in this practice;
3) Support and implement the Declaration of Istanbul, as have some
journals and many transplant societies including the Transplantation
Society of Australia and New Zealand, and the Australian Health
Ethics Committee;
4) Lobby governments to support the WMA resolution and argue
against these activities;
5) Assist China to develop alternative sources of organs to meet
local demand for transplantation.
Prof Jeremy Chapman, Med J Aust; Dec 2‐13



The international community – medical,
human rights and diplomatic alike –
should apply pressure on China to
abolish the 1984 law which currently
permits the use of organs from
executed prisoners and ban such use
under any condition



to fully implement such ban without any
delay in all hospitals, including military
hospitals



to facilitate international monitoring to
verify these changes.







Contributes to exploitation of vulnerable
populations for financial, political or personal gain
Results in poor medical outcomes for recipients
Increases health care expenditures due to poor
surgical outcomes
Facilitates unethical behaviour among the health
care community and industry partners
Violates standards of human dignity which should
be global in their application

“The truth isn’t always
beauty, but the hunger
for it is”.

