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CCD and D4D Organize Workshop for Draft Kosovo

National Democracy Education Action Plan

CCD President Robert LaGamma
and CCD Senior Program Officer Re-
becca Aaberg traveled to Prishtina,
Kosovo, in November to meet with
stakeholders in a workshop co-orga-
nized with Democracy for Develop-
ment (D4D). The workshop provided
a space to discuss the draft National
Democracy Education Action Plan
(NDEAP) written to bring together
ideas from the April workshop. The
workshop was funded through the
assistance of the CD-UNITED grant
administered by the Community of
Democracies Permanent Secretariat.
D4D, led by Leon Malazogu, drafted
and shared the document in advance
of the workshop. The final version
will be available soon and is expected
to be a resource for both government
and civil society in Kosovo.

The remarks provided by CCD Presi-
dent Robert LaGamma for the work-
shop are available on page 2.

To read CCD’s report from the
Kosovo workshop, please visit:
ccd21.org/activites/education/pi-
lot_projects/Kosovo_November_Re-

port.pdf
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Students in Prishtina’s Model School participate in a lesson.
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Planning Underway for
Workshops in Kenya,
Nepal, South Africa

CCD is preparing a series of democ-
racy education stakeholder work-
shops in Kenya, Nepal, and South Af-
rica and will hold workshops to take
place this spring in each country.

CCD has been in contact with local
partners -- Institute for Education
in Democracy in Kenya, Institute
for Governance and Development in
Nepal, and Street Law South Africa
-- to co-organize workshops to bring
together stakeholders. Through the
generous support of the United Na-
tions Democracy Fund (UNDEF)
and the Taiwan Foundation for De-
mocracy (TFD), CCD will travel to
each country for an initial consulta-
tion and workshop co-hosted by the
local partner. During the workshop,
the Ministry of Education and repre-
sentatives from civil society will have
the opportunity to develop a plan for
implementing democracy education
programs in the country’s context, as
well as ideas for potential curricula
development.
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Remarks for the Opening Session of the Kosovo Workshop on Democracy

These remarks were delivered on No-
vember 6, 2014, in Prishtina, Kosovo,
by CCD President Robert LaGamma.

Distinguished participants, welcome
to what we expect will be an historic
gathering. I wish to thank Leon Mala-
zogu and his colleagues at D4D not
only for bringing us together but also
for all the fine work they have done to
advance democracy. They are clearly
a model nongovernmental organiza-
tion. I wish to especially express my
appreciation to those of you who par-
ticipated in the April workshop and
provided the ideas contained in the
draft action plan that has been pre-
pared, translated, and circulated by
D4D and is the main agenda item for
this workshop.

Let me also express my excitement
about being in Kosovo, one of the
world’s newest countries, and to be
surrounded by people like you who
are striving to shape a democracy.

I wish to express my appreciation to
the Secretariat of the Community of
Democracies, which provided us with
support that made this workshop
possible.

Education [Excerpt]

Under Mongoliass leadership, several
major conferences on that subject
were organized, and in 2012, a resolu-
tion was passed in the United Nations
General Assembly urging member
states to give importance to teaching
about democracy. It is my hope that
Kosovo can play a leadership role and
act as a model for other countries
based on what is done here.

Last March, my organization brought
experts from around the globe to the
University of Virginia. They conclud-
ed their deliberations by issuing what
is known as the Charlottesville Dec-
laration. That document proposed
a methodology that we are attempt-
ing to carry out. It recommends that
workshops attended by stakeholders
produce national action plans that
might serve as a roadmap for policy-
makers. With the help of a grant from
the United Nations Democracy Fund,
our Council has developed pilot proj-
ects in Colombia, Tunisia, Ghana,
and is working on one in Mongolia.
We have also produced a Best Prac-
tices Manual on Democracy Educa-
tion that provides examples of how
educators and NGOs have introduced
innovative ways of teaching about de-
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CCD President Robert LaGamma (right) is pictured here with the director of the

Model School in Prishtina, Kosovo.

mocracy. We invite you to provide
case studies of what has worked well
for you in Kosovo. We offer a modest
grant for those that are accepted for
our website.

The wave of democracy that washed
over the world at the end of the Cold
War has led many countries to begin
the journey towards creating a demo-
cratic government, one that citizens
can believe in and participate in - but
there have been problems. Eliminat-
ing an authoritarian, non-representa-
tive regime is clearly not sufficient to
establish democracy, nor is holding an
election. We have learned, especially
from the Arab Spring, that building
a democratic system is more compli-
cated than that. An essential element
in that process is the commitment of
citizens to democratic ideas. Funda-
mental to building that commitment
is education, especially of a country’s
youth, which must learn about the
democratic process and how to fully
participate to exercise their hard-won
rights.

To read these remarks in full, please
visit:
ccd21.org/activites/education/pi-
lot_projects/kosovo2

CD Governing Council
Welcomes Guatemala
and Estonia

In December, Guatemala and Es-
tonia became the newest mem-
bers of the Governing Council of
the Community of Democracies.
Guatemala and Estonia join the
GC, the decision-making body of
the CD, as its 26th and 27th mem-
bers.

For more information on the
Community of Democra-
cies, please visit the website
of the Permanent Secretariat:
community-democracies.org
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CCD Co-organizes
Democracy Education
Stakeholder Workshop
with CCA in Mongolia

In October, CCD and the Center
for Citizens Alliance (CCA) held a
half day workshop with the Min-
istry of Education and a full day
workshop of democracy educa-
tion stakeholders in Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia. CCD Senior Program
Officer Rebecca Aaberg provided
framing remarks, and Mongo-
lian Ambassador-at-Large Suren
Badral discussed the importance
of the work of the Community of
Democracies on this subject. The
workshop produced a Working
Group led by CCA Director Zanaa
Jurmed that will draft a National
Democracy Education Action
Plan for Mongolia.

This workshop was made possible
through the generous funding of
the Community of Democracies
and the United Nations Democ-
racy Fund (UNDEF).

To read CCD’s report from the
Mongolia workshop, please visit:
ccd21.org/activites/education/pi-
lot_projects/Mongolia_Report.pdf

CCD Senior Program Officer
Rebecca Aaberg’s prepared re-
marks can be found by visiting:
ccd21.org/activities/education/pi-
lot_projects/mongolia

CCA Director Zanaa Jurmed (top) leads the workshop, and a participant
(bottom) provides recommendations for the NDEAP.
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CCD Seeks Candidates for Palmer Prize

CCD is searching for candidates for
its third round of the Mark Palmer
Prize for Diplomats.

The Palmer Prize seeks to honor
those diplomats who are actively
engaged in the realization of the
standards identified in A Diplomats
Handbook for Democracy Develop-
ment Support. The award is intended
for diplomats who display valor un-
der difficult circumstances and take
risks or are especially inventive in
their sustained efforts to assist civil
society to advance democracy in
their countries of assignment. Our
models for the award are drawn from

e

the experiences highlighted in A Dip-
lomat’s Handbook for Democracy De-
velopment Support, a work inspired
by the late Ambassador Mark Palmer
and by his exceptional service to the
cause of democracy as United States
Ambassador to Hungary during that
country’s transition to democracy.

The Palmer Prize will be awarded
at the June 2015 Ministerial of the
Community of Democracies in San
Salvador, El Salvador.

For more details on how to submit a
candidate for the Prize, please send a
message to ccdinfo@ccd21.org.

COMMUNITY OF DEMOCRACIES:
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Recipients of the first Palmer Prize in Vilnius, Lithuania, during the 2011 Ministe-
rial of the Community of Democracies with CCD President Robert LaGamma (far

For more information about the
Palmer Prize, please visit:
ccd21.org/activities/Palmer_Prize

For more information on the Dip-

lomat’s Handbook for Democracy

Development Support, please visit:
diplomatshandbook.org

A DIPLOMAT’S
HANDBOOK

for Democracy Development Support

Third Edition
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MILITARY
ENGAGEMENT

Influencing Armed Forces Worldwide
to Support Democratic Transitions

VOLUME |
Overview

DENNIS BLAIR

What role do the armed forces
have in democratic transitions?

Check out Military Engagement: In-

fluencing Armed Forces Worldwide

to Support Democratic Transitions

to read case studies from around the
world:

ccd21.org/military_handbook

Council for a Community
C@ of Democracies
Best Practices Manual
on Democracy Education

The ited Nati
UNDEF (@) pmuir

New Democracy Educa-
tion Case Study on Mexi-
co Available Online

CCD has published a new case
study on Mexico by Mariali Carde-
nas as part of its Best Practices
Manual on Democracy Education.
The new case is entitled “Learn-
ing to Participate by Participating
- Via Education” and is exclusively
online.

CCD will continue to update its
Best Practices Manual on Democ-
racy Education and is looking for
case study contributors. The Man-
ual provides practical lessons for
those teaching democracy educa-
tion lessons, as well as thematic
chapters by South African democ-
racy education expert David Mc-
Quoid-Mason and Canadian cur-
riculum expert Matthew Hiebert.

Please submit case study proposals
to CCD Senior Program Officer
Rebecca Aaberg at aaberg@ccd21.
org.

For more information and to read
the Manual, please visit:
ccd21.org/activities/democracy-
education
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¥ ISC/CD

The International Steering Committe
of the Community of Democracies
(ISC/CD) is a network of civil society
activists committed to advancing de-
mocracy and human rights. Since the
Warsaw Declaration created the CD
in 2000, the ISC has advised CD gov-
ernments and provided a CD frame-
work. ISC/CD members include rep-
resentatives from the Americas, Asia,
Europe, the Middle East and North
Africa, and sub-Saharan Africa.

CCD has served as Secretariat of the
ISC/CD since 2005.

Paul Graham Leaves
ISC/CD Chairman
Spot

South African Paul Graham has left
as founding chair of the ISC/CD.
Graham has guided the work of civil
society in support of the Community
of Democracies over the past decade.
Graham began his chairmanship in
2005.

CCD thanks Paul Graham for his
valuable work in bringing togeth-
er civil society organizations from
around the world through the ISC.

An Appeal to Our Dedicated Readers

After fourteen years of existence,
the Council for a Community of
Democracies has accomplished
a great deal. Our efforts would
not be possible without your
support. By making a tax-de-
ductible donation, you can help
CCD continue its crucial work
as it strives to advance democ-
racy around the world.

For more on how you can do-
nate to CCD, please visit:
ccd21.org/support

CCD President Bob LaGamma
speaks to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
at the Ulaanbaatar Ministerial.

Transitions

CCD welcomes back Steven
Wagenseil, who will provide
key support to the organiza-
tion in the coming months.

CCD and local partners
will hold NDEAP work-
shops in Kenya, Nepal, and
South Africa in spring 2015.

CCD will also organize
NDEAP regional conferenc-
es on democracy education
in Asia and Africa in 2015.

CCD will continue to add to
the Best Practices Manual on
Democracy Education on-
line - submit your case study
ideas to CCD Senior Pro-
gram Officer Rebecca Aa-
berg (aaberg@ccd21.org).

The Council for a Community of Democracies is a 501(c)(3) organization based in Washington, DC. It is the only non-
governmental organization in the world with an exclusive focus on the Community of Democracies. Since 2001, CCD
has devoted itself to advocating for democratic change and international cooperation by working with civil society and
governments around the world to make the CD a strong, democratic institution capable of addressing the needs of an ever-
changing world.

To support CCD with a tax-deductable donation, check donations can be sent to our office at the address below.
For more information on how to contribute, please visit ccd21.org/support

1801 F Street NW, Suite 308
Washington, DC 20006 STAFF
United States of America Robert LaGamma, President
P: +1202 789 9771 | F: +1 202 789 9764 Rebecca Aaberg, Senior Program Officer
Email: ccdinfo@ccd21.0rg and Editor of The Advocate

ced2l.org Richard Rowson, Acting Co-Chairman

Steven Steiner, Acting Co-Chairman

To subscribe to the CCD Advocate, please email us at advocate@ccd21.org

CCD Advocate |December 2014 5



