Text of Speech of Hon. David Kilgour, former secretary of State for Latin America and Africa from Canada, in the gathering of 30,000 Iranians in Paris (Centre d’Exposition de Bourget), France, July 1, 2006. 

Human Dignity is Indivisible

Chère Madame la Présidente-élue, Mme Rajavi, Chers membres du Conseil National de la Resistance, à tous qui sont à Achraf
Chers distingues invités, Mesdames et Messieurs,

Si vous me le permettez Chère Madame Rajavi, on behalf of all the Canadians here today, I must first congratulate you on the victory from the recent rule of law by the French appeal court. 
All restrictions on the council’s work for democracy and the dignity of all Iranians are now lifted by the honourable court. 

J’éspère personnellement que gouvernement de Chirac va demander pardon pour ce que 1300 1300 agents de police ont fait en 17 Juin 2003. The government of France, US, Canada and others should also lift the terrorist label from People’s Mojahedin Organization of Iran (PMOI).  

All of us Canadians among you today (et le première Juiellet est notre fête nationale) agree strongly on some principles, including:
First, human dignity across the world is indivisible. La dignité des êtres humaines dans le monde est indivisible.

When it is denied daily and systematically in Iran and elsewhere, we ultimately suffer in Canada, here in France et dans tous les autres pays du monde. 
Second, torture and murders by government agents, arbitrary imprisonment, religious and political persecutions across Iran amount to crimes against humanity under international law. 

Si le gouvernement actuel en Téhéran continuera à refuser, comme prévue, nous devons demander à nos gouvernements respectifs d’établir des mecahnismes qui vont : 

- Documents the crimes

- Bans travel by perpetrators

- Freezes their assets, and 

- Most importantly, commits to hold trials before an international tribunal in the future.

Even the threat of future individual accountability at The Hague for atrocities, might reduce crimes against humanity in Iran (and elsewhere). 

Third, most Canadians think it is important that the UN Human Rights Council do a much better job than the now disbanded UN Human Rights Commission. 

Why would the government of Iran send Tehran’s prosecutor Saeed Mortazavi as part of its delegation to the recent inauguration of the new Council in Geneva?

Most Canadians are convinced that Mortazavi was a party to the outrageous torture and murder of much-admired Zahra Kazemi in Tehran’s Evin prison in 2003. 

Finally, chers amis, too many people seem to think that there are only two options in dealing with the current Iranian government: appeasement or military confrontation.

Is there not a third and better option – support for the democrats in Iran including the National Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI) against the regime in Iran? Should not Europeans know better anyone what appeasement does to the tyrants?

Is there not much to be learned from the recent declaration by 5.2 million Iraqis (including 121 political parties and social groups, 700 women’s groups, 14,000 juriésts, 19,000 physicians, 320 clerics, 35,000 engineers, 540 professors, 2000 tribal sheikhs and 300 local officials)?

Long live a democratic Iran

Vive le peuple Iranien

Doroud bar Maryam Rajavi

Zende Baad Azadi

Merci. 
